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Of barley. The troops ate, and then
They mounted. All night rode our men
Until they reached the place in which
The caravan had chosen to pitch
Its camp. Now our men halted there.
THE  CRUSADERS  CHARGE  THE   CARAVAN
'Twas summer and the weather fair.
The king and all his troops did on
Their arms, and each battalion
Was ranged. The French kept watch and ward
In the rear. The king took the vanguard                             10,390
And had throughout the army cried
That those whose honor was their pride
Should give no thought to loot or gain
But fight with all their might and main
To batter down the Turks, and deal
Them great blows with their brands of steel.
While they proceeded thus to harry
Of battle ready for the fray,
Another spy rode to the king
At full speed, swiftly galloping,                                          10,400
To tell him that since break of dawn
They had prepared the caravan
And knew the attack was imminent.
When the king learned of this, he sent
His archers forward in the van
With turcopole and crossbowman
To skirmish with the Turks and strive
To press them till he could arrive.
While they were ranging the array
Them, our soldiers did not tarry                                         10,410
But quickly to the foe drew nigh.
When the Turks saw we were dose by,
They moved their line of battle till
3Twas drawn up backed against a hill,
With their battalions ranged aright,